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1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

2. (b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in- 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

3. Claims 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Creamer. Note particularly Figures 1-3, 
column 1 lines 8-32, column 2 lines 18-23, lines 45-59, column 3 
lines 3-16, lines 47-53, column 4 lines 9-12, lines 20-24, lines 
33-42, lines 48-50. The reference discloses a disposable 
absorbent pad, i.e. an absorbent sheet of paper or the like 
(column 1 lines 24-25) which is coated with a suitable adhesive 
on one of its its opposing outer surfaces, which is substantially 
all applicant's broad claims require. Additionally, after use it 
can be discarded and replaced-by -another pad of the same - ....L. 
construction (column 4 lines 48-50, column 3 lines 3-6). 
Finally, it is noted that applicant's broad claims read upon a 
sheet of absorbent paper having a suitable repositionable or 
releasable adhesive on its back surface. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in 
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this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention 
is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences 
between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 3-5, 7-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Creamer. The reference is relied upon 
substantially as previously set forth, with such elements as the 
presence of advertising or printable material (claims 3-5, 9-11) 
and the utilization of a pad (claims 7-13) believed to be well 
known in the art. Alternatively, with respect to the utilization 
of pads of adhesive type sheets in the art, note as evidence of 
the state of the art McKay, U.S. 6,458,442B1 which discloses a 
pad containing a cleaning mask with a plurality of disposable 
sheets. With respect to the method of use claims 14-18, note 
that Creamer clearly teaches the utilization of a disposable 
absorbent pad (e.g. column 1, lines 24-25, column 3 lines 3-6 and 
column 4 lines 48-50) which is believed to put the nominal method 
steps of using and then removing an absorbent sheet upon becoming 
soiled well within the presence of one of ordinary skill. 
Finally, with respect to the continuous rolls set forth in claim 
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19, the Examiner also believes that such structures are well 
known to one of ordinary skill in the art in the absorbent paper 
business . 

6. (e) The invention was described in (1) an 
application for patent, published under 
Section 122 (b) , by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted 
on an application for patent by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have 
the effects for purposes of this subsection 
of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application 
designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty 
in the English language. 

7. Claims 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Stickler. Note particularly the Figures, 
column 1 line 39 - column 2 line 8, column 3 lines 15-25, lines 
36-43, column 4 lines 9-26, lines 53-56, column 5 lines 3-17, 
claims 1 and 2. This reference also discloses the basic 
structure of an absorbent pad being coated on an outer surface 
with a layer of adhesive for attachment to a suitable surface 
such as a floor (column 1 lines 53-59, column 2 lines 6-8) . 
Additionally, the embodiment set forth in the reference appears 
to indicate that the minimal geometric requirements of claim 6 
requiring an absorbent adhesive sheet suitable for use in a bird 
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or animal cage are believed to be inherently met. Again, it is 
noted that applicant's claims are broad enough to read upon a 
suitable sheet of absorbent paper or the like coated with a 
suitable weak adhesive. 

8. Claims 3-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Stickler. The reference is again relied 
upon substantially as set forth above, with the above analysis 
that was utilized with respect to the Creamer disclosure again 
repeated for the Stickler reference. It is again noted that 
McKay is relied upon as disclosing pads of adhesive type sheets, 
and with the Examiner's analysis of method claims 14-18 is again 
believed to be clearly applicable. Finally, such parameters as 
the use of advertisements or writings, the utilization of folds 
in the pads and also the analysis for roll claim 19 are each 
again believed applicable, in the absence of unexpected results 
not heretofore set forth on the record. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Note also 
Bellander which discloses (column 3 lines 23-35) the utilization 
of repositionable or other "post-it" type adhesive compositions 
on the back of suitable absorbent paper sheets. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
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Zirker whose telephone number is (571) 272-1486. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (571) 272-1478. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either private PAIR or public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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